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at large, it must vindicate its position at any cost, and we must
not be angry with it on that account. Its attempt at suppress-
ing the growth of free public opinion is no new discovery. We
have known these attributes of the Government, and it is for our
knowledge of their existence that we are seeking to destroy the
system under which it is being carried on. It exists for the slow
but certain exploitation of India and her raw products, and for so
enervating India as to make her perpetually subservient to the
foreign exploiters, in other words to imprison us in our own
homes. And the system devised to bring about such a state of
things is one of rewards and punishments, rewards in the shape
of titles and emoluments for those who assist the system, and punish-
ment, even terrorism, for those who seek to end or mend it. So
the Government is bound to make a desperate attempt to stifle
all expression of opinion and all activity that would injure its
special interests. Let us not delude ourselves into the belief that
the Government has been generous enough to stay its hands up
to the last moment. Let us admit at once that the Government
is the most powerful and resourceful corporation the world has
ever seen. It bides its time, it does allow its opponents to play;
but it strikes immediately they betray seriousness. There can be
no question of generosity about a robber who holds on to the
stolen property as long as he ever can allow the robbed to make
all the childish attempts possible for the recovery of stolen pro-
perty, but is ready to cut him down as soon as he becomes serious
and is likely to succeed in his attempt at recovery. When a robber
acts in such a methodical manner, we consider him to be clever
in his unscrupulousness and we regard him as hypocritical when
he puts on the air of injured innocence. Our resourcefulness lies
w. not playing into the hands of this Government. We must not
be goaded into madness and violence by its imprisonments whe-
ther mild or dramatic. We must not flinch from the gallows. I
love the Ali Brothers as I love my blood-brothers. But I would
not plead with the Government if its judges sentenced them to be
hanged. I would know that it was a glorious death they had died
and would envy them their good fortune* If they are sentenced
to penal servitude for life, I would know that I would release them
by the establishment of swaraj at the earliest opportunity.

The only remedy (and it is a most efficacious remedy) open
to us is to let the Government do its worst, believe that its worst
is the best for the country, and therefore to remain unruffled by
repression and prosecute our appointed programme to the finish
in the full belief that it must bring the relief we are seeking. That 5
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